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I am delighted to welcome you all to this awareness workshop on intellectual 
property rights for broadcasters. I wish to thank you very much for positively 
responding to our invitation for this event despite the short notice. We are glad that 
the broadcasting sub-sector recognizes the importance of this subject of intellectual 
property rights.  
 
I believe matters of intellectual property rights are important to your businesses 
given the special role the broadcasting industry plays in the generation or 
packaging of content.  I need to point out here that the Commission has in the 
recent past been receiving a growing number of complaints from the industry on 
infringement of copyright and related rights. We have, however, faced difficulties 
in dealing with the complaints given that the responsibility of adjudicating 
intellectual property rights falls outside the Commission’s statutory mandate.  
 
This notwithstanding, the Commission appreciates that awareness creation on 
intellectual property rights can reduce copyright violations.  It is for this reason 
that the Commission last December initiated discussions with the Kenya Copyright 
Board and the Kenya Industrial Property Institute with a view to formalizing a 
collaborative framework to facilitate creation of awareness on copyright and 
related rights in the ICT sector.  
 
I am pleased to note that the Commission has already entered into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the Kenya Copyright Board, and is awaiting the execution 
of the MoU with the Kenya Industrial Property Institute.  The workshop we are 
holding today is a culmination of these collaborative arrangements. The 
Commission shall continue collaborating with these two institutions in order to 
minimize, if not to eradicate altogether, incidences of copyright violations in the 
ICT sector.  
 



I wish, at this juncture, to note that this meeting could not have come at a more 
opportune time. As we are all aware, the FIFA World Cup is scheduled to kick off 
in South Africa in three days time. From our experience, coverage of sports events 
such as the World Cup are accompanied by a steep rise in copyright violation 
complaints. We all know the high cost involved in acquiring transmission rights for 
international sporting events.  The broadcaster who pays these hefty charges for the 
right expects to get a return on the investment, but we have heard of cases where 
this is eaten into fraudulently by unauthorized people.  As an industry, it is better to 
pool resources to acquire such broadcasting authorization collectively instead of 
violating the transmission rights.  
 
As I conclude, I am positive that we shall all benefit from the topics and resources 
persons assembled for this workshop.  It is expected that by the close of the day we 
shall be more conversant with the broad regime of copyright and intellectual 
property rights, the scope of protection, enforcement of rights and remedies of 
infringement.  It is my hope that this knowledge will be put into good use so that 
copyright and other related rights are taken more seriously in the country.  
 
With those remarks, it is my pleasure to invite the Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Information and Communications and our chief guest, Dr. Bitange 
Ndemo, to address you.  
 

 

 


