
SPEECH BY MR. CHARLES NJOROGE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 

OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION OF KENYA 

DURING  THE GALA DINNER TO CELEBRATE CCK’S 10TH 

ANNIVERSARY, 20TH JULY 2009 AT THE CARNIVORE 

GROUNDS 

 

Your Excellency, Hon.  Kalonzo Musyoka, Vice President and Hon. 

Samuel Poghisio, Minister for Information and Communications,  

Permanent Secretaries, Dr. Bitange Ndemo for Information and 

Communications, and Sammy Kirui for Local Government, 

CCK Board Chairman, Hon. Eng Philip Okundi, 

Members of the CCK Board, 

Chief Executive Officers of the ICT Industry in Kenya, 

Our Distinguished Friends and Visitors from Various Parts of the 

Continent 

Distinguished Invited Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

The 1st of July 1999 marked the first step in the ICT journey as the 
Commission embarked on the licensing of new players the 
communications industry. Today we celebrate our 10 years anniversary 
as a Commission more so as a country as we reap the fruits of the 
Governments liberalization policy. I wish to take this opportunity, Your 
Excellency, to most sincerely thank your Government for this wise 
decision.  
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Today many Kenyans are deriving their livelihood from the sector 
because of the many opportunities that have been born out of this policy 
directive and commitment.  
 
Indeed, when we started running our TV and radio commercials for the 
anniversary celebrations, we were amazed at how quickly people forget 
things. Many people who have watched and listened to these 
commercials have been calling back to reminisce at the queues that we 
used make at public telephone booths to make calls. Many had 
completely forgotten something that used to be referred to as ‘reverse 
call’. These days it has been replaced with ‘please call me, thank you’. 
 
Certainly, we are not talking about ‘the good old days’ as we would in 
case of many other aspects of our lives. But it is only through flashing 
back in the past that we all can appreciate how far we have come. Truly, 
Tumetoka mbali. 
 
Your Excellency, this is not a time for me to make a long speech, but 
allow me to take this opportunity to say thank you to all for the support, 
congratulatory messages that we have received from our partners and 
friends during this anniversary period. We would not have come this far 
without the support of the partners who are here today. This is truly the 
industry’s celebration. Our role yesterday, today and in the future is to 
catalyze development for the benefit of all Kenyans.  
 
As the mood will tell you, its celebration time and as such I wouldn’t 
wish the tone and direction of my speech sway you away from this 
mood. Just as our licensees have given us music on radio, TV and even 
on our mobile sets, tonight you will allow us if we try to beat them at 
their game and provide the some much needed entertainment as our way 
of saying thank you.  
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With the assurance that I will not regulate your actions as long as they 
are geared towards having a good time, I will also cut my speech short 
so that I may bring the commencement of the celebrations and, indeed 
this party, closer than what the program says.  
 
But before I conclude my remarks, Your Excellency, allow me to 
recognize some of the keys architects of CCK. Ladies and gentlemen I 
wish to introduce to you the successive Board Chairmen and Director-
Generals who have served at the Commission since inception: 
 
Ex-Chairmen 
 

1. Mr. Karanja Kabage 
2. Maj Gen (Rtd) Joseph Mugo 
3. Maj. Gen. (Rtd) Peter Morris Kariuki 
4. Mr. Joseph Njagi Kagau 

 
Ex –Director Generals 
 

1. Mr. Samuel Chepkonga 
2. Mr. Sammy Kirui 
3. Eng. John Waweru 

 
And as we celebrate 10 great years of quality service and growth I wish 
mention a number of players in the market who are also 10 years. These 
are the first organizations we issue with our first major licences in 1999: 
 
Telecommunications licensees 
 

1. Telkom Kenya Limited 
2. Safaricom Limited 
3. Pwani Telecoms (IKenya.com) 
4. Liam Telecommunications Limited 
5. Skyweb Technologies Limited. 
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Postal/Courier Services 
 

1. Postal Corporation of Kenya 
2. Gantra Parcel Services Limited 
3. Overseas Courier Services Kenya Limited 
4. DHL Worldwide Express Kenya Limited 
5. BKB Couriers Limited 
6. Data Rush Services Limited 
7. Securicor Security Services Limited (G4S) 
8. East African Courier Limited (FedEx) 
9. In-Time Couriers Limited 
10. Synet Worldwide Express Limited 
11. The Dropping Zone Limited 
12. Transami Kenya Limited 
13. Air Care Chatters & Brokers Limited 
14. Roy Parcel Services Limited 
15. Akamba Public Road Services Limited 
16. Petty Errands Limited 
17. Nation Courier Division 
 

As we celebrate CCK’s 10th Anniversary let us also congratulate these 
service providers for having been there with us this long. 
 
While we celebrate the many developments,  innovations, products and 
services brought about by technology in the country, I wish to assure 
your Government through you Sir that the Commission will remain 
steadfast in all its endeavours.  
 
The journey has just begun. The sector challenges will continue to face 
even more than what we have witnessed. Ours at the Commission is to 
keep the challenges in focus to ensure Kenyans turn them to 
opportunities and create wealth and employment. This is a duty we shall 
carry out diligently and we have no doubt the industry support witnessed 
in the last ten years will continue to bind us together since we are all 
partners in development.  
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Together as Government and the private sector we can achieve this 
harmony for the benefit of our beloved country. I salute you all for the 
support and commitment now and in the future.  
 
Asanteni sana  
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