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Ladies and gentlemen 

 

It is indeed a great pleasure to join you this morning at this breakfast meeting 

hosted by the ICT Sector regulator –Communications Commission of Kenya. I 

would like, at the earliest opportunity, to commend the CCK for convening this 

event and providing me with the opportunity to meet with you as players in 

broadcasting industry.  I thank CCK most sincerely for this kind gesture. 

 

The Government acknowledges the important role that the broadcasting industry 

plays in our Nation’s development. In this regard, the Government is committed 

towards creating an environment that enables the broadcasting industry to thrive 

and continues to generate jobs for our youth. As you are aware, the Jubilee 

Government has put the empowerment of youth and women top on its agenda. My 

Ministry is banking on the broadcasting subsector and indeed the entire ICT 

industry for the realization of this noble objective. 

 

Allow me at this juncture to acknowledge the tremendous gains that the 

broadcasting industry has made in the last 14 years. Thanks to ICT sector reforms, 

the number of players has grown from less than five in 1999 to the current 16 TV 

stations. The picture is even rosier for FM broadcasting, where the number of 

licensed FM radio stations has already grown beyond 80 and is still growing. As 

transmission technologies continue to improve, and the country gets back on track 

in respect to migrating to the more spectrum-efficient digital TV broadcasting, the 

number of players in the TV broadcasting market is expected to grow, creating 

more choice for viewers and additional opportunities for new players.   

 

I have been briefed on the challenges besetting the transition and am here to listen 

so that together we can find a solution.  I pray that we shall be candid and honest as 

we discuss this matter so that Kenya does not lose its competitive advantage.     



As we discuss this issue, let us remember that Kenya is a member of the 

Community of Nations, and is therefore bound by a multi-lateral agreement that 

binds all members of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) to migrate 

to digital TV broadcasting by June 2015. To meet this target, we need to migrate 

early enough so that we provide for adequate time to address any challenges that 

may arise from the transition. An early switch off will also minimize the costs 

associated with having content in both the analogue and digital platform 

infrastructure.. I am positive that these realities shall remain in our minds as we 

discuss this issue.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am also aware that you have expressed interest in 

participating in the signal distribution market. I am also aware that this matter is 

very close to your hearts as broadcasters. Again as we discuss this matter, you have 

already heard the perspective of sector regulator particularly regarding the 

availability of the frequency resources required to accommodate a third player in 

this market. I call on you all to have an open mind as we discuss this important 

issue.   

 

I am gratified to note that the sector regulator has moved with speed to address 

some of your concerns. In this regard, I wish to single out the CCK’s directive in 

respect to ensuring that Free to Air channels are freely accessible by consumers on 

the two digital platforms. I have noted with appreciation that the market has 

already responded to this directive positively. In light of this development, I wish 

to appeal to the broadcasters who had pulled out content from the digital platform 

to restore it so that consumers do not lose faith in the digital migration process.  

 

As I settle down to my new responsibilities, I wish to assure the broadcasting 

industry that my office shall forever remain open to you. I intend to work closely 

with the entire ICT industry to ensure that this sector plays its rightful role in the 

attainment of Vision 2030. As the line Ministry, I also wish assure you of the 

Government’s commitment to ensuring that media freedom is enhanced and 

protected in line with the provisions of our Constitution. On your part, you have an 

obligation and responsibility to continue operating within the law and the 

conditions of your respective licences.  This is important in ensuring that there is 

order and sanity in the ICT sector.  

 

I thank you all for your attention 

 

 

 


