
SPEECH BY CCK CHAIRMAN, HON. ENG. PHILIP O. OKUNDI  

DURING THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF CCK ICT INDUSTRY 

EXPO, 20TH JULY 2009 AT THE KENYATTA INTERNATIONAL 

CONFERENCE CENTRE 

 

The Minister for Information and Communications, Hon. Samuel 

Poghisio, 

The Permanent Secretary for Information and Communications, 

Dr. Bitange Ndemo, 

Members of the CCK Board, 

CCK Director General, 

Chief Executive Officers of the ICT Industry in Kenya, 

Our Distinguished Friends and Visitors from Various Parts of the 

Continent 

Distinguished Invited Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

As we congregate for the opening of this industry Expo, one cannot help 

to look back at where we have come from in the Information and 

Communications Technology sector. The exhibition stands we have seen 

here are full of innovation and advanced technology is abundantly in 

display. We are clearly in the information age and Kenya has put her 

mark on the rolls of this development.  
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At CCK we are proud to be associated with this development. Our mark 

of success is underlined by satisfaction from our licensee, the 

government and consumers of ICT services. Honourable Minister, we 

believe this has been achieved to a large extent.  

 

In the coming years, we see the situation getting even better. The next 

frontier for the Commission is now to manage competition. This is the 

area which will create the biggest value to consumers. We expect the 

competing service providers and equipment vendors will embrace 

innovations to create more value-add on their services as well as address 

tariffs in a favourable manner for the benefit of users. 

 

In the 10 years that CCK has been regulating this industry, we believe 

we have achieved our goal within our initial mandate to license and 

regulate telecommunications, radio communications and postal services. 

Currently we are laying ground to start regulating the broadcast services 

in line with the new law enacted in the beginning of the year. We expect 

to start migrating existing broadcasters to the new regime starting 

September this year. This is the same time we would start addressing 

new applications that came to us within the period of the new law. 

Furthermore, all broadcasters are expected by law to have migrated to 

the provisions of the new law by 2nd January 2010. 
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The broadcasting sub-sector has continued to attract many entrants, a 

situation that has exacerbated the demand for scarce frequency 

spectrum. For equity, we are intending to subject applicants for these 

resources to open, fair and transparent competition.  

 

Guest of honour, ladies and gentlemen, 

With the East African Marine System optic fibre cable completed and 

the terrestrial project in place, it is reasonable to expect an influx of 

services in all facets of our economy. It is with this in mind that the 

Commission has come up with a new licensing regime that is aimed at 

job creation towards a knowledge economy environment. In our three 

tier licensing arrangement, we have made it easier a holder of one single 

licence to provide services in a variety of fields. This licensing regime 

has also freed licensees from investing in supportive fields but that may 

not be their core businesses. This way, players are expected to only 

concentrate in their niche areas so as to enhance their capacities to create 

more value to end-users of their products. 
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The TEAMS and other private cable projects are coming at a time when 

we as a country are gearing towards migration to digital platform for 

television broadcasting. We expect this to be good news for content 

developers and, in effect, the consumers of that content. I wish to add 

here that CCK is proud to have been associated with the building of the 

marine fibre optic cable as well as the hinterland terrestrial network.  

 

Finally, honourable Minister, may I take this opportunity to thank all our 

licensees for the support that they have given us over the years. It is this 

cordial working relationship that has resulted into the many benefits that 

this sector has achieved. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 
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