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Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I am pleased to join the industry today as we embark on the process of registering 
mobile telephone SIM card subscribers in Kenya.  It is the Government’s intention 
to have all mobile subscribers known by their identity and the initiative we are 
launching today will no doubt make us achieve this within the shortest time 
possible. 

The country has been faced with numerous challenges of insecurity that have been 
perpetrated through mobile phones.  Members of the public and users of the mobile 
service have been victims of such crimes. I do know that even the mobile service 
providers have also been affected by this kind of fraud. The lack of identity and the 
difficulty in traceability of transactions is one of the factors that underpin the rise 
of mobile phone theft.The only way to curb these vices is to have all subscribers 
known through registration. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we will all admit that it is not only a national interest but 
also a business interest to protect the public from the threats posed by terrorism, 
drug trafficking, money laundering, and hate messages, among other crimes 
committed through mobile phones.  The registration of SIMs will assist law 
enforcement agencies in tracing criminals who use cellphones for these activities.  



It is our role as government to ensure that the safety of Kenyans in safeguarded in 
all possible ways.   

Registration of SIM cards will also deal with the issue of stolen cellphones.  A 
random survey would tell you that at least one out of every ten cell phone owners 
has lost a handset.  It is a widespread issue that is considered perennial in Kenya. 
Most of these sets are actually not just lost but stolen or forcibly snatched from 
their owners by thugs. 

It is in this spirit that all users and subsequently buyers of new SIM cards will now 
be required to present their identification at the point of purchase. I am glad that 
the registration exercise has been going on, even before this official launch, and 
substatial data has already been captured. We will require all subscribers to have 
registered by 30th July 2010. Registration will continue as henceforth for any new 
SIM card purchases.   I wish to advise all consumers to register their SIM card in 
time to avoid losing their mobile phone lines. 

Registration of SIM card subscribers is now a standard global practice, which is 
now being adopted in Africa with countries like Tanzania, South Africa, Ethiopia 
having implemented it. 

I wish to assure the public that all the data collected will be held in the strictest 
confidence within the network databases, and will only be retrieved during 
emergencies.  Furthermore, it is my belief that that this is a positive initiative from 
government that seeks to ensure the well-being of Kenyans.  It is my hope that the 
principle behind SIM registration will be embraced by consumers, considering the 
benefits we all stand to draw from the initiative.   

My Ministry will soon introduce relevant amendments in the existing law to 
address these and other aspects of communication that pose threats to not only 
national security but also to individual users of  communication facilities.  

As we launch the public sensitization to the public today, I wish to appeal to the 
media to see this as a public duty and support us in making it a success. We owe it 
to Kenyans to ensure everyone is safe.   

In conclusion, I wish to take this opportunity thank the regulator, CCK, and the 
operators for their cooperation that has made this launch successful. Let us 
continue working together to ensure all challenges that we may come across are 
overcome to make us achieve full compliance in registering all our subscribers.   



With those few remarks, I wish to declare the official SIM registration exercise 
officially launched.  

 

Thank you. 
  
 

 


