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Remarks by CCK Board Chairman, Hon. Eng. Philip O. Okundi, EBS, HSC, at the 
launch of Radio Maisha on 24th May 2010 at the Standard Group Centre  

H.E. Michael Ranneberger 
U.S. Ambassador to Kenya 
Dr. Bitange Ndemo, 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Information and Communications 
The Board of the Standard Group 
Paul Melly 
Deputy Chairman & Chief Strategist, Standard Group 
The management & Staff of the Standard Group 
Distinguished guests 
Ladies and gentlemen 
 
I am immensely delighted to be here today to witness the official launch of Radio 
Maisha.  On my behalf and that of CCK, I wish to congratulate the Standard Group 
on this milestone that effectively transforms the Group into a truly multi-media 
outfit. With the Standard Group’s extensive experience in the local media industry, 
I have no doubt that Radio Maisha shall find its niche and make its mark in the 
country’s ‘overcrowded’ airwaves.  
 
I have used the word ‘overcrowded’ deliberately in light of the prevailing level of 
competition in the FM broadcasting sub-sector.  To date, CCK has issued 
frequencies to over 80 FM stations countrywide out of which 79 are operational. 
This level of competition has created consumer choice, generated new employment 
opportunities for our youth, and enhanced the penetration of broadcasting services 
beyond 85 per cent of our population. As more spectrum efficient technologies and 
infrastructure are deployed in the country, the Commission shall remain committed 
to promoting pluralism, efficiency and increased reliance on market forces in the 
provision of broadcasting services in line with the prevailing Government policy.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, the broadcasting sub-sector faces a host of challenges in 
spite of being one of the most liberalized markets. Most of these challenges are 
historical and stem from the fact that the legal framework had for long lagged 
behind developments in the broadcasting market. The lack of an enabling legal 
framework has over the years created a culture of ‘tabloid journalism’, particularly 
in respect to the content aired by some of local FM stations. It is disheartening that 
this culture is quite entrenched in some FM radio stations, in complete disregard of 
the interests of the nation, especially minors. It is my sincere hope that Radio 
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Maisha will not go down this road. It is gratifying to note that the Government has 
since reviewed the law, which the Commission is preparing to implement soon.   
Implementation of the broadcasting statutes will go a long way in ensuring that 
assigned spectrum is used more responsibly and in accordance with the needs and 
aspirations of Kenyans.  
 
The other challenge that is of key concern to us at CCK is the violation of the terms and 
conditions of frequency licences. As you may be aware, the Commission usually issues 
frequency licences with clear terms and conditions on effective radiated power, 
authorized transmitter sites, timelines for deployment of services and other technical 
parameters. While the vast majority of broadcasters have been generally compliant with 
the said licence conditions, we have noted that there are a few licensees who contravene 
the licence parameters, thus causing harmful interferences to other FM stations and 
sometimes to other critical services. In a competitive market such as FM radio 
broadcasting, licensees must play by the rules to ensure order in the market. In this 
regard, the Commission has already issued warnings to the errant operators, and is 
prepared to take sterner action, as provided for in the law, if the situation persists. It is our 
expectation that the Standard Group shall start on the right footing by ensuring that Radio 
Maisha meets the requisite regulatory requirements at all times.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, we do appreciate that the demand for frequencies continues to 
outstrip supply. We know that this is an issue of great concern to media houses with 
ambitions of having a national footprint or a multi-media character. The implementation 
of the ICT law and broadcasting regulations enacted last year will go a long way in 
ultimately dismantling anti-competitive tendencies in the media industry perpetuated 
largely through possession of multiple frequencies in a single broadcasting spot.  
Technological advances also hold tremendous promise in availing technologies that are 
more spectrum-efficient. The availability of broadband infrastructure in the country 
offers more opportunities for circumventing the limitations of scarce resources in the 
deployment of broadcasting services.   
 
I wish, at this juncture, to assure broadcasters that the Commission is committed to the 
continued growth of this strategic sub-sector. I would also like to allay fears that the 
objects of the newly enacted broadcasting law and regulations is to limit press freedom. 
On the contrary, the regulations are aimed at addressing the challenges in the sub-sector, 
and fostering greater competition in the market.  The statutes will also go a long way in 
boosting national cohesion, and ensuring appropriate and responsible programming. 
These are noble goals that need to be cherished and upheld.  
 
I, therefore, wish to announce that the Commission shall in the near future issue a 
roadmap for implementing the Broadcasting Act and Regulations. We shall be counting 
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on the cooperation of the broadcasters as we chart a new direction for this important 
sector.   
 
In conclusion, I would like to welcome Radio Maisha to the broadcasting industry and to 
wish the new-born a bright and healthy future ahead.   
 
I wish to thank you for your kind attention. 


