
 

OPENING	 REMARKS	 BY	 MR.	 FRANCIS	 WANGUSI,	 DIRECTOR	 GENERAL,	
COMMUNICATIONS	 DURING	 THE	 OPENING	 OF	 THE	 ICANN	 CAPACITY	 BUILDING	
WORKSHOP	 FOR	 AFRICA’S	 GOVERNMENTAL	 ADVISORY	 COMMITTEE	 (GAC)	
REPRESENTATIVES,	ON	23	JANURAY	2017,	AT	VILLA	ROSA	KEMPINSKI	

Our	Chief	Guest,	Mr.	Joe	Mucheru,	Cabinet	Secretary,	Ministry	of	ICT	
Hon.	Barr.	Adebayo	Shittu,	Minister	for	Communications,	Republic	of	Nigeria,			
Mr.	Tarek	Kamel	,Senior	Advisor	To	The	President	and	Senior	Vice	President,	
Government	And	IGOs	Engagement	,	ICANN,		
Mr.	Thomas	Schneider,	GAC	Chair	
Mr.	Moctar	Yedaly,		Africa	Union	Commission,		GAC	Rep	
ICANN	staff		
Members	of	the	GAC	and	the	PSWG	
Members	of	the	fourth	estate	
Invited	guests	
Distinguished	Ladies	and	gentlemen	
	
The	 Communications	 Authority	 of	 Kenya,	 working	 in	 collaboration	 with	 the	 Internet	
Corporation	 for	 Assigned	 Names	 and	 Numbers	 (ICANN),	 is	 honoured	 this	 morning,	 to	
welcome	 all	 of	 you	 to	 this	 Governmental	 Advisory	 Committee	 (GAC)	 Capacity	 Building	
workshop.		

Continuous	sensitization	on	matters	of	internet	governance	is	important	as	the	internet		is	
fast	 becoming	 the	 currency	 of	 our	 economies.	 	 We	 in	 Kenya,	 and	 certainly	 Africa	 are	
beneficiaries	of	the	exponential	growth	in	access	to	the	Internet.		It	would	only	be	wise	that	
we	tap	the	potential	so	that	the	gains	can	create	the	desired	long-term	impact.		This	has	to	
do	 with	 issues	 of	 affordability	 of	 Internet,	 security,	 stability	 and	 safety	 of	 the	 net,	
opportunities	 for	 job	 creation,	 governance	 of	 the	 internet,	 and	 many	 more.	 We	 are	
convinced	 that	 the	sustained	capacity	building	of	public	policy	makers	and	regulators	on	
matters	of	Internet	governance	is	crucial	for	the	advancement	of	the	Internet	domain	name	
system,	which	is	a	pillar	to	ICTs	everywhere	today.	

Cybersecurity	 is	 of	 paramount	 importance	 given	 the	 increase	 in	 cyber	 crime	 the	 world	
over.	 	 We	 ought	 to	 ride	 on	 ICANN’s	 spirit	 of	 multi-stakeholderism	 and	 maintain	 the	



momentum	 in	 building	 greater	 partnerships	 and	 collaboration	 that	 benefits	 the	 African	
internet	community.	This	forum	is	a	timely	opportunity	for	us	as	the	African	policy	making	
fraternity	 to	 reflect	 and	 together	 join	 efforts	 in	 the	 development	 of	 the	 internet	 and	
particularly	 in	 the	 new	 dispensation	 of	 coordination	 of	 the	 internet’s	 unique	 identifiers		
under	the	IANA	Stewardship	Transition.	

It	is	also	common	knowledge	that	cyberspace	dangers	are	not	confined	to	any	one	country	
or	 region.	 In	 addition,	 cyber	 security	 is	 only	 as	 strong	 as	 the	 weakest	 link.	Weak	 cyber	
security	 in	 one	 country	 negatively	 affects	 global	 cyber	 security.	 Following	 this	 logic,	
enhancing	cyber	security	in	one	place	will	benefit	the	larger	system	and	the	international	
community	 at	 large.	 	 There	 are	 lessons	 we	 exchange	 with	 each	 other	 and	 use	 common	
platforms	to	advance	this	agenda.		

To	enhance	the	cybersecurity	management	and	capabilities,	Kenya	has	proactively	invested	
the	National	Computer	 Incident	Response	 team	 (CIRT)	 coordination	 centre	 that	 can	help	
detect,	 prevent	 and	 mitigate	 cyber	 threats.	 It	 is	 also	 evident	 that	 we	 can	 draw	 more	
strengths	from	working	with	continental	and	regional	bodies	and	other	partners	within	our	
respective	countries	to	effectively	promote	internet	usage	on	the	continent.	

We	have	hope	that	the	benefit	of	this	workshop	will	transcend	individual	members	of	the	
GAC	 and	 respective	 governments,	 to	 all	 citizens	 as	 well.	 	 GAC	 has	 made	 immense	
contributions	to	the	policies	of	ICANN	and	domain	name	industry	at	large,	and	indeed	time	
is	 ripe	 for	 Africa	 to	 consider	 continental	 strategies	 that	 will	 give	 impetus	 to	 our	
participation.	 	 This	 workshop	 will	 be	 a	 key-contributing	 factor	 to	 Africa	 becoming	 an	
effective	player	to	the	Internet	ecosystem.				I	therefore	welcome	your	active	participation		
for	us	to	realize	tangible	outcomes.	

Thank	you	for	your	attention.		

	

	

	

	

	

	


