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My Fellow Kenyans, Invited Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to join you here today in officiating during 
the celebrations of the first full decade of the Communications 
Commission of Kenya (CCK). I take this opportunity to also commend 
CCK for organizing this Information Communications Technology 
(ICT) Industry Expo as a fitting commemoration. 

CCK has been at the forefront in the positive performance of this 
strategic sector of the economy which has to date exceeded the 
Government’s initial expectations and projections. I wish to most 
heartily commend both the private sector and the industry regulator 
for a job well done.  

Liberalization of the communications sector over the past decade 
has had a positive impact on the spread of, and access to, services. 
The number of mobile telephone subscribers has grown 
exponentially, from only 15,000 at the turn of the century barely ten 
years ago, to 17.6 million at present, a service penetration of 47.5 
percent.  

The mobile signal and broadcasting services cover 80 per cent of 
the country. The sector’s contribution to GDP has grown from 1.3 per 
cent in 1999 to 2.8 per cent in 2008. The communications industry is 



home to the most profitable company in East and Central Africa, the 
Safaricom Ltd.  

The CCK is the national regulator of the telecommunications industry 
in this country and plays a critical role, in terms of ICT and national 
development, keeping Kenya up to speed with the latest global 
regulatory standards and innovations, being an enabler of wealth 
creation in the knowledge economy, employment and security. 

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

My Government places the greatest premium and highest priority on 
the telecommunications sector as a key driver of the emerging 
digital economy.  The future of Mankind will depend on the positive 
attributes of ICT innovations and developments. 

The ICT epoch is also contemporaneous with an unprecedented 
expansion of the democratic space and a tendency and yearning 
everywhere for minimal government and maximum free enterprise 
and entrepreneurship. In the current situation of innovation and free 
enterprise, regulation is important to maintain order and avoid 
criminal activities that come with misuse of technology.  

Closely related to this issue, is the misconception that the CCK exists 
primarily, to regulate the electronic and online media sectors. Far 
from it, CCK handles many more sub sectors across communication, 
mobile telephony, e-commerce, to mention a few.  

Furthermore, the CCK is coordinating this country’s transition to 
digital TV broadcasting by 2012. In this regard, the CCK has 
designated the Kenya Broadcasting Corporation (KBC) as the 
national signal distributor to fast-track the migration. The digital 
platform will be available in Nairobi by September 30, 2009, and all 



licensed broadcasters will be allotted channels to broadcast in 
digital format through the said platform.   

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

I am gratified to note that the IT Industry Expo which I am officially 
opening today will showcase the best in software and hardware. It 
has a most appropriate theme, “Celebrating 10 Years of Quality 
Service and Growth”.  As I recently observed at the launch of The 
East African Marine Systems (TEAMS) the power of ICT is a great 
enabler for growth, development and competitiveness.  

I am confident that this important IT Expo, as well as the three-day 
workshop, will address issues such as the development of relevant 
products and services, reaching all the right customers and offering 
guidance on product safety, laws and standards. Above all, the 
Expo will go a long way in showcasing the latest technologies that 
can be tapped for socio-economic development. I urge all of you to 
use this occasion to network and synergize.    

 

Convergence of ICTs means that today, the print, voice, data and 
video sources of information can be accessed simultaneously for 
faster and more effective communication.   

 

Indeed, the private sector has tapped into the ICTs leading to new 
business models and revenue streams. This has given real meaning to 
wealth and job creation as well as better means of production and 
delivery of goods and services.  My Government will therefore 
continue to support the private sector with a view to ensuring that it 
remains the primary engine of economic growth.   



 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

My Government has identified ICT as a key pillar of Vision 2030. In this 
regard, the Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) sub-sector has in 
particular been singled out as the next frontier of growth and 
employment creation for our youth. To ensure this becomes a reality, 
the Government has gone out of its way to facilitate the 
construction of high-speed international fibre-optic infrastructure to 
connect the country to the international network. The arrival of the 
fiber optic cable in Kenya is expected to revolutionize 
communications in Kenya and the region. The Government is 
working towards the construction of a national fibre-optic network, 
linking all district headquarters nationwide with high-speed 
broadband connectivity.  

This will ensure that rural communities enjoy access to affordable 
and modern communications facilities and services.  In turn, this will 
open up the rural areas and expand economic opportunities so as 
to reduce poverty among our people.  Appropriate utilization of this 
infrastructure is crucial in creating efficiency for a better and more 
productive economy, creating jobs, reducing the cost of doing 
business and generating wealth.   

To redress the rural/urban divide in access to ICT services, the 
Government has amended the law to facilitate the creation of a 
Fund to finance the deployment of communication services in un-
served areas of the country. The Universal Service Fund, which shall 
be managed by the Communications Commission of Kenya in line 
with the Kenya Communications (Amendment) Act 2009. 

 



Additionally in the 2009/10 Budget, the Government gave numerous 
incentives to the ICT subsector by lowering taxes and giving rebates 
on key capital intensive investment areas. I urge the industry to take 
advantage of this.  

As part of the stimulus package, the Government will this year spend 
KSh1.3 billion in purchasing mobile computer laboratories for each 
constituency for use by secondary schools. This project will ensure 
that the rural youth are equipped with key ICT skills to enable them 
participate effectively in the unfolding digital economy. This project 
will be implemented hand-in-hand with the Digital Villages Project, 
which will create business hubs and open up business opportunities 
nationwide.  

To ensure that these projects benefit all Kenyans, I am directing all 
ministries to ensure that their information portals are available in 
Kiswahili so that wananchi can access services without a language 
barrier.  

My Government is concerned about the recent spate of criminal 
activities through mobile telephony. In part this misuse of technology 
has resulted from not knowing real owners of mobile handsets and 
SIM cards. To guard against these tendencies I am directing the 
Ministry of Information and Communication to put in place within six 
months from now, an elaborate databank that will ensure all mobile 
telephone subscribers are registered.  

 

 

 LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

As I conclude, I wish to reaffirm my Government’s commitment to 
ensuring that all Kenyans have access to ICT services. I wish to call for 
enhanced collaboration between the Government and the private 



sector in ensuring that the underserved areas, which represent the 
next business frontier, are reached. My Government will continue to 
provide the requisite support and incentives to the private sector so 
that you continue playing your rightful role in providing 
communications services to the citizenry, making all Kenyans true 
citizens of The Digital Age. 

With those remarks, it is now my pleasure to declare this Expo and 
the workshop officially open – and to wish the CCK a Happy 10th 
Birthday.  

Thank You Very Much  

 

 

 

 


